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follows:

SUBTITLE L. QUALIFIED HEALTH PLAN MANDATORY DISCLOSURES

CHAPTER 1693. QUALIFIED HEALTH PLAN IDENTIFICATION CARDS

Sec. 1693.001. DEFINITIONS. Except as provided by Section 1693.003, in this
chapter, “enrollee,” “exchange,” “qualified health plan,” and “qualified health plan issuer”
have the meanings assigned by 45 C.F.R. Section 155.20 as that section existed on Janu-
ary 1, 2015.

Sec. 1693.002. REQUIRED INFORMATION. An identification card or other similar
document issued by a qualified health plan issuer to an enrollee of a qualified health
plan purchased through an exchange must, in addition to any requirement under other
law, including Sections 843.209, 1301.162, and 1369.153, display on the card or docu-
ment in a location of the issuer’s choice the acronym “QHP.”

Sec. 1693.003. COMMISSIONER DETERMINATIONS REGARDING FEDERAL
REGULATIONS. (a) The commissioner shall monitor 45 C.F.R. Section 155.20 for
amendments to the definitions listed in Section 1693.001 and determine if it is in the best
interest of the state to adopt an amended definition for purposes of this chapter. If the
commissioner determines that it is in the best interest of the state to adopt the amended
definition, the commissioner by rule shall adopt the amended definition.

(b) In making the determination about an amendment, the commissioner shall
consider, in addition to other factors affecting the public interest, the beneficial and
adverse effects the amendment may have on:

(1) individuals who are receiving medical care and health care services in this state;
and

(2) health care providers and physicians.

Sec. 1693.004. REPORT TO LEGISLATURE. The commissioner shall prepare a
report of a determination made under Section 1693.003, including an explanation of the
reasons for the determination, and file the report with the presiding officer of each house
of the legislature not later than the 30th day after the date the determination is made.

Sec. 1693.005. RULES. The commissioner may adopt rules as necessary to administer
and enforce this chapter.

SECTION 2. This Act takes effect September 1, 2015.

Passed by the House on May 11, 2015: Yeas 129, Nays 8, 2 present, not voting; passed
by the Senate on May 26, 2015: Yeas 20, Nays 11.

Approved June 17, 2015.
Effective September 1, 2015.

RATES OF AND CERTIFICATES OF CONVENIENCE AND
NECESSITY FOR CERTAIN NON-ERCOT ELECTRIC
UTILITIES; AUTHORIZING A SURCHARGE
® ' CHAPTER 733

H.B. No. 1535

AN ACT
relating to rates of and certificates of convenience and necessity for certain non-
ERCOT electric utilities; authorizing a surcharge.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas:
SECTION 1. Subchapter C, Chapter 36, Utilities Code, is amended by adding Sec-
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tion 36.112 to read as follows:

Sec. 36.112. COST RECOVERY AND RATE ADJUSTMENT STANDARDS AND
PROCEDURES FOR CERTAIN NON-ERCOT UTILITIES. (a) This section applies only
to an electric utility that operates solely outside of ERCOT.

(b) In establishing the base rates of the electric utility under this subchapter or
Subchapter D, the regulatory authority shall determine the utility’s revenue requirement
based on, at the election of the utility:

(1) information submitted for a test year; or

(2) information submitted for a test year, updated to include information that reflects
the most current actual or estimated information regarding increases and decreases in
the utility’s cost of service, including expenses, capital investment, cost of capital, and
sales.

(¢) An electric utility that elects to provide updated information under Subsection (b)(2)
must provide the information for a period ending not later than the 30th day before the
date the applicable rate proceeding is filed.

(d) An electric utility that includes estimated information in the initial filing of a
proceeding shall supplement the filing with actual information not later than the 45th
day after the date the initial filing was made. The regulatory authority shall extend the
deadline for concluding the rate proceeding for a period of time equal to the period be-
tween the date the initial filing of the proceeding was made and the date of the
supplemental filing, except that the extension period may not exceed 45 days.

(e) An electric utility that makes an election under Subsection (b) is not precluded from
proposing known and measurable adjustments to the utility’s historical rate information
as permitted by this title and regulatory authority rules.

() Without limiting the availability of known and measurable adjustments described
by Subsection (e), the regulatory authority shall allow an affected electric utility to make
a known and measurable adjustment to include in the utility’s rates the prudent capital
investment, a reasonable return on such capital investment, depreciation expense, reason-
able and necessary operating expenses, and all attendant impacts, including any offset-
ting revenue, as determined by the regulatory authority, associated with a newly
constructed or acquired natural gas-fired generation facility. The regulatory authority is
required to allow the adjustment only if the facility is in service before the effective date of
new rates. The adjustment may be made regardless of whether the investment is less than
10 percent of the utility’s rate base before the date of the adjustment.

(g) This section expires September 1, 2023.

SECTION 2. Subchapter E, Chapter 36, Utilities Code, is amended by adding Sec-
tion 36.211 to read as follows:

Sec. 36.211. RELATION BACK OF RATES FOR CERTAIN NON-ERCOT
UTILITIES. (a) This section applies only to an electric utility that operates solely outside
of ERCOT.

(b) In a rate proceeding under Subchapter D, or if requested by an electric utility in the
utility’s statement of intent initiating a rate proceeding under Subchapter C,
notwithstanding Section 36.109(a), the final rate set in the proceeding, whether a rate
increase or rate decrease, shall be made effective for consumption on and after the 155th
day after the date the rate-filing package is filed.

(c) The regulatory authority shall:

(1) require the electric utility to refund to customers money collected in excess of the
rate finally ordered on or after the 155th day after the date the rate-filing package is
filed; or

(2) authorize the electric utility to surcharge bills to recover the amount by which the
money collected on or after the 155th day after the date the rate-filing package is filed
is less than the money that would have been collected under the rate finally ordered.

(d) The regulatory authority may require refunds or surcharges of amounts determined
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under Subsection (c) over a period not to exceed 18 months, along with appropriate carry-
ing costs. The regulatory authority shall make any adjustments necessary to prevent over-
recovery of amounts reflected in riders in effect for the electric utility during the pendency
of the rate proceeding.

(e) A utility may not assess more than one surcharge authorized by Subsection (c)(2) at
the same time.

() This section expires September 1, 2023.

SECTION 3. Subchapter E, Chapter 36, Utilities Code, is amended by adding Sec-
tion 36.212 to read as follows: )

Sec. 36.212. RATE CASE REQUIREMENT FOR CERTAIN NON-ERCOT
UTILITIES. (a) This section applies only to an electric utility that operates solely outside
of ERCOT.

(b) The commission shall require an electric utility to make the filings with regulatory
authorities required by Subchapter B, Chapter 33, and to file a rate-filing package under
Subchapter D with the commission to initiate a comprehensive base rate proceeding
before all of the utility’s regulatory authorities:

(1) on or before the fourth anniversary of the date of the final order in the electric
utility’s most recent comprehensive base rate proceeding; or

(2) if, before the anniversary described by Subdivision (1), the electric utility earns
materially more than the utility’s authorized rate of return on investment, on a weather-
normalized basis, in the utility’s two most recent consecutive commission earnings
monitoring reports.

(¢c) The electric utility must make the filings described by Subsection (b) not later than
the 120th day after the date the commission notifies the utility of the requirement
described by Subsection (b). The 120—day period may be extended in the manner provided
by Section 36.153(b).

(d) The commission may extend the time period described by Subsection (b)(1) and set
a new deadline if the commission determines that a comprehensive base rate case would
not result in materially different rates. The commission shall give interested parties a
reasonable opportunity to present materials and argument before making a determina-
tion under this subsection.

(e) The commission shall adopt rules implementing this section, including appropriate
notice and scheduling requirements.

() This section does not limit the authority of a regulatory authority under Subchapter
D

(g) This section expires September 1, 2023.

SECTION 4. Subchapter B, Chapter 37, Utilities Code, is amended by adding Sec-
tion 37.058 to read as follows:

Sec. 37.058. CERTIFICATE AND DETERMINATION ISSUED TO CERTAIN NON-
ERCOT UTILITIES FOR GENERATING FACILITY. (a) This section applies only to an
electric utility that operates solely outside of ERCOT.

(b) An electric utility may file with the commission a request that the commission:
(1) grant a certificate for an electric generating facility;

(2) make a public interest determination for the purchase of an existing electric
generating facility under Section 14.101; or

(3) both grant a certificate and make a determination.

(c) Notwithstanding any other law, in a proceeding involving the purchase of an exist-
ing electric generating facility, the commission shall issue a final order on a certificate for
the facility or making a determination on the facility required by Section 14.101, as ap-
plicable, not'later than the 181st day after the date a request for the certificate or determi-
nation is filed with the commission under Subsection (b). For generating facilities granted
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a certificate under this subsection, notwithstanding Section 36.053, the utility’s recover-
able invested capital included in rates shall be determined by the commission.

(d) Notwithstanding any other law, in a proceeding involving a newly constructed
generating facility, the commission shall issue a final order on a certificate for the facility
not later than the 366th day after the date a request for the certificate is filed with the
commission under Subsection (b).

SECTION 5. The changes in law made by this Act are not intended to affect the
exercise of municipal jurisdiction under Chapter 33, Utilities Code.

SECTION 6. The changes in law made by this Act apply only to a proceeding before
the Public Utility Commission of Texas or other regulatory authority described by Sec-
tion 11.003, Utilities Code, that commences on or after the effective date of this Act. A
proceeding before the Public Utility Commission of Texas or other regulatory authority
described by Section 11.003, Utilities Code, that commenced before the effective date of
this Act is governed by the law in effect on the date the proceeding commenced, and that
law is continued in effect for that purpose.

SECTION 7. This Act takes effect immediately if it receives a vote of two-thirds of all
the members elected to each house, as provided by Section 39, Article III, Texas
Constitution. If this Act does not receive the vote necessary for immediate effect, this
Act takes effect September 1, 2015.

Passed by the House on May 4, 2015: Yeas 114, Nays 25, 3 present, not voting; passed
by the Senate on May 26, 2015: Yeas 30, Nays 1.

Approved June 17, 2015.

Effective June 17, 2015.

NONSUBSTANTIVE CORRECTIONS IN STATUTES TO
REFERENCES TO THE TEXAS YOUTH COMMISSION AND
TEXAS JUVENILE PROBATION COMMISSION

CHAPTER 734
H.B. No. 1549

AN ACT
relating to nonsubstantive corrections in statutes to references to the Texas Youth
Commission and Texas Juvenile Probation Commission.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas:

SECTION 1. Section 104.001, Civil Practice and Remedies Code, is amended to read
as follows: '

Sec. 104.001. STATE LIABILITY; PERSONS COVERED. In a cause of action based
on conduct described in Section 104.002, the state shall indemnify the following persons,
without regard to whether the persons performed their services for compensation, for
actual damages, court costs, and attorney’s fees adjudged against:

(1) an employee, a member of the governing board, or any other officer of a state
agency, institution, or department;

(2) a former employee, former member of the governing board, or any other former
officer of a state agency, institution, or department who was an employee or officer
when the act or omission on which the damages are based occurred;

(3) a physician or psychiatrist licensed in this state who was performing services
under a contract with any state agency, institution, or department or a racing official
performing services under a contract with the Texas Racing Commission when the act
or omission on which the damages are based occurred;

(83-a) a phlebotomist licensed in this state who was performing services under a
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